The  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  GREAT  DRIFFIELD, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1909. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  with  Vital  Statistics  of  the  whole  District 
(luring  the  year  ending  31st  December  1909. 

The  number  of  births  and  deaths  registered  show  that  there  were  135  births  and  83  deaths,  with 
an  estimated  population  of  5810  to  middle  of  the  year,  compared  with  154  births  and  103  deaths  for 
the  year  1908. 

Of  the  births  there  were  72  males  and  63  females.  The  birth-rate  was  23.2  per  1000,  which  is 
3.3  per  1000  less  than  last  year.  The  average  birth-rate  for  the  last  five  years  was  24.6  per  1000.  For 
1907  the  rate  was  22.37  per  1000.  The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  25.6  per  1000  living,  and 
for  143  smaller  towns,  24.8  per  1000  living. 

Of  the  deaths  there  were  46  males  and  37  females.  The  death-rate  was  14.2  per  1000,  but  the 
corrected  death-rate  was  13.2  per  1000,  which  is  4.3  per  1000  less  than  1908.  That  is  the  lowest  death- 
rate  for  9 years.  I have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  what  it  was  previous  to  that. 

The  average  death-rate  for  the  previous  9 years  was  17.4  per  1000.  The  death-rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  14.5  per  1000  living,  and  for  the  76  great  towns,  14.7  per  1000  living  for  1909. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  under  one  year  was  4 compared  with  14  for  1908,  and  11  for  1907.  The 
death-rate  per  1000  births  registered  was  29.6,  compared  with  90.9  for  1908.  An  Infantile  Mortality 
of  29.6  per  1000  births  registered  is  very  low  indeed,  and  accounts  for  the  lower  death-rate  generally. 
For  the  previous  9 year's  the  Mortality  was  118.8  per  1000  births  registered.  For  England  and  Wales 
the  Infant  Mortality  was  109.  For  the  76  great  towns  118,  and  for  the  143  smaller  towns  111  per  1000 
births. 

The  most  fatal  period  of  life  was  from  65  years  and  upwards,  the  number  being  43  compared 
with  46  last  year  ; from  25  to  65  years  there  were  24  compared  with  28  last  year.  Under  one  year  there 
were  only  4 deaths  compared  with  14  for  1908.  From  1 to  5 years  thei’e  were  3 compared  with  6 for 
the  previous  year;  from  15  to  25  years  3 compared  with  7 for  the  previous  year,  and  from  5 to  15  years 
1 death,  and  from  15  to  25  years  3 deaths. 

The  causes  of  death  were  Heart  Disease,  15  compared  with  17  last  year  ; Tuberculous  Diseases, 
8 compared  with  13  ; Cancer,  6 compared  with  5,  and  14  in  1907  ; Bronchitis,  3 compared  with  7 : 
Premature  Birth,  3 compared  with  5 the  previous  year  ; Puerpural  Fever  2,  one  being  imported  ; 
Erysipelas,  1 ; Pneumonia,  1 ; Pleurisy,  1 ; other  disease  of  Respiratory  Organs,  1 ; Accident,  1 ; 
Suicide,  1.  All  other  cases  35. 

There  were  15  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year,  compared  with  II  for  last 
year.  There  were  9 cases  of  Erysipelas  compared  with  4,  an  enormous  increase,  but  I think  Erysipelas 
should  not  be  notified.  1 have  never  seen  two  cases  in  one  house.  2 of  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever  2, 
Puerpural  Fever  2,  both  of  them  fatal. 

In  table  V.  of  the  Vital  Statistics  the  following  are  the  causes  entered  of  4 deaths  of  Infants 
under  1 year,  Premature  Birth  3,  compared  with  5 last  year;  Congenital  Defect,  viz.,  Naval  Haemorrhage 
1,  compared  with  two  the  previous  year.  In  no  case  where  an  Infant  was  born  in  a normal  state  was 
there  a death,  as  before  stated  there  were  14  deaths  of  Infants  the  previous  year.  The  low  Infant 
Mortality  may  be  due  to  the  employment  of  trained  nurses,  the  better  condition  of  the  roads,  and  the 
more  frequent  use  of  the  water-carts  during  the  summer  months,  also  to  the  wet  season  as  there  was 
no  Diarrhoea,  but  I think  principally  to  the  better  sanitary  condition  of  the  Cowsheds  preventing 
contamination  of  the  milk  supply  to  a greater  extent. 


■ 


The  house  accommodation  of  the  working  classes  appears  to  be  satisfactory,  but  insufficient  for 
isolating  cases  of  Infectious  disease. 

The  Sewerage  system  is  supposed  to  be  complete.  The  sewage  is  purified  by  passing  over 
settling  tanks  and  filter  beds,  the  effluents  entering  the  Canal.  The  spring  water  entering  the  sewers 
is  very  much  in  excess,  and  would  greatly  improve  matters  by  flowing  by  another  channel. 

Public  Scavengers  are  employed  to  remove  house  refuse  and  night-soil  in  covered  carts  to  the 
country  for  agricultural  purposes. 

Tub-closets  and  water-closets  are  used.  Water-closets  are  increasing  in  number,  as  a good  many 
new  houses  are  being  built,  a good  many  with  baths,  which  must  be  a great  luxury.  The  tub-closets 
ale  cleansed  weekly,  and  disinfected  with  izal  and  ashes. 

There  is  a plentiful  supply  of  pure  water  from  the  Waterworks,  but  in  many  cases  wells  and 
bores  are  preferred,  I think  erroneously,  as  from  a good  many  samples  sent  to  Leeds  for  bacteriological 
examination,  there  was  only  one  sample  reported  good  and  one  very  fair,  the  others  were  of  a suspicious 
character,  others  contaminated,  three  showed  evidence  of  sewage,  one  of  them  was  declared  to  be  a 
sewer.  In  most  cases  tap- water  was  substituted.  The  sewer  case  was  repaired  with  a new  “bore,”  and 
a second  sample  on  examination  was  found  to  be  good,  but  only  for  a time,  the  bore  pipes  become 
fractured  and  the  clay  and  concrete  worn. 

Nuisances  are  abated  invariably  when  reported  to  the  Sanitary  Committee. 

Systematic  visits  are  made  regularly,  and  any  nuisances  reported  to  the  Sanitary  Committed  at 
their  monthly  meetings. 

Canal  Boats,  78  in  number,  having  127  men,  48  women,  and  16  children  aboard,  have  been 
visited,  there  was  no  death  nor  Contagious  disease  during  the  year. 

Cowsheds,  26  in  number,  with  122  Cows,  have  been  visited  monthly.  They  are  lime-washed 
half-yearly.  The  Dairies  have  been  kept  very  satisfactorily,  and  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Sheds 
has  been  greatly  iminroved. 

Lodging-houses  two  in  number,  accommodating  56  persons,  have  been  examined  monthly.  One 
case  of  Ei’ysipelas  was  reported,  but  no  nuisance  otherwise  was  found. 

One  Lodging-house  was  discontinued  containing  32  beds. 

Nuisances  8 defective  drains  have  been  remedied,  three  lots  of  rubbish  have  been  removed, 
one  closet  was  altered,  and  six  bedrooms  disinfected. 

The  Slaughter-houses  have  been  examined  regularly  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

There  are  73  Registered  Workshops  including  22  Bakehouses,  49  Workshops  and  two  Laundries. 
There  were  two  certificates  granted  during  the  year.  They  were  all  visited  during  the  year.  There 
were  two  defects  found,  viz.,  want  of  cleanliness,  and  remedied,  which  were  referred  to  H.M.  Inspector. 
There  are  no  underground  Bakehouses. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


G.  BURGESS. 


